CHAPTER II
SOME SOURCES OF INFORMATION
THE acquisition of a certain number of articles
in silver or old Sheffield Plate, or a mixed
collection of both wares, will not satisfy a
collector If the root of the matter Is In him*   He will
want to prosecute inquiries concerning his hobby in
any and every direction likely to acid to his knowledge
of the arts in which he in interested^ and of the period in
which   those arts were practised.    Particularly the
social  life of  the people who  formerly owned his
treasures will arouse his curiosity.
The purpose of this chapter is to indicate bycxamplo
how one may trace the bypaths of understanding
and the minor streams down which our knowledge of
the subject hag flowed. The liitig's highway in this
connection is the story of the Worshipful Company of
Goldsmiths of London in its relations to the legislature*
Some account of that has been written in tho previous
chapter* and herein we purpose                       a tow
intimate and contemporary sources,          m
letters! inventories, wills and account              From
smell it is possible to place together
mation  to  conjure up a picture of   the
of          typical English homes, in which, at
periods, the wares we   arts                        found  t
place,
For,              which win                              we will
at a period a food                   than th& century